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A town called Superinjunction!

Printmaking, once the sad, lonely, grey Aunty of the Fine Arts has been reborn through
the rapture of computer and the possible. Stephen Mumberson makes a stand.

Once again, young printmakers can
stroll in a cocksure fashion down the
cultural parade knowing that
printmaking is once again the fully
loaded revolver of the visual arts, and
can ride the big country of chance,
invention and ideas. Horizons no
longer seem corralled by the
demonstration of print skills for their
own sake or be enclosed by the
canyons of traditions maintained by a
priesthood of self-flagellants.
Tattered posters of digital criminals
are no longer attached to every tree
or stump and the Marshalt is an
environmentally friendly chap who
will hold your horse for you. There
are still the happy hunting grounds of
tradition where the great historical
beasts can enjoy their practice among
the safety of landscape, portrait and
mythical coloured abstractions only
occasionally obscured by early
morning mists or by the great
numbers within the herd. But out on
the wild, dusty western plains of
contemporary print there are shoot-
outs, hold-ups and gold in the hills
sung about in bars to printmakers as
the practices of print lay claim to
every opportunity and possibility.

When someone is described as a
printmaker, no longer is it said in
hushed tones or under covering hand
as though to describe some
embarassing fact or disclosure
deemed beyond the regular interests
of cultured society. Print’s long
history with popular culture, the
transient, the momentary and the
everyday pretty events that crowd all
our days, printmaking is no longer
the debased subject as once judged
in the past by those engaged on
higher missions of the ‘Arts’. The
machine-driven, crafted use of
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materials and electronic media has
led printmakers into the forefront of
interaction with the modern world
soaked in fear, uncertain meanings
and rapid change. We know a factin a
provisional state — any moment it
may be proven wrong or shown to be
misconceived - it is as though the
world can only be described in a
narrative scripted by several authors
at the same time, none of which
could be judged wrong or inaccurate
but particular to their view in their
context. The 1950s are often
described as black and white but to
those who lived through that time the
colour that enters the mind is grey,

today, we have the colour in life but it
is difficult to see the individual hues.
Printmaking is a visual art whose
practice has expanded the possible
into the real in a way only dreamt of
in earlier times. Its range of colours,
like music, is tempered by shade and
tone. lts structure is open and broad
where the fusion of the digital and
the traditional means meet. Though
no longer the callow youth,
printmaking has found its racing
stripes and a loud Hawaiian shirt on
its ride into town, tugging down the
10-gallon hat by the rim as the
townsfolk fixate on the six-shooters
on both sides of the belt.
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xcellent facilities

Idyllic surroundings

The small studio with the BIG reputation!

Trewidden Garden, Buryas Bridge, Penzance

TR20 8TT, Cornwall
Tel: 07740409072

www.handprintstudio.co.uk

Email: info@handprintstudio.co.uk
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Eiching Proas 4015 Hawtharn

The 'STAY OPEN' Inkmakers for Printmakers
Inks for experienced and beginners alike.
Manufacturer of 'HAWTHORN' etching presses
Contact us at:

Hawthorn Printmakers Supplies

Appleton Roebuck

YORK YO237DA

Tel 07855 621 841

email hpsupplies@tiscali.co.uk

Or visit our Web Shop at
www.hawthornprintmaker.co.uk

Be nothing

wiww.splkeprintstudio.org

0117 929 0135

spikepri,

The Specialist Suppliers of Equipment & Materials
to Artist Printmakers

Intaglio Printmaker supplies an unparalleled range of printmaking materials
sourced worldwide, and continue to research and provide new products. We are
a team of practising painter printmakers offering a reliable mail order service
and advice to artists from our Central London shop.

We are open Monday to Friday 10am to 6pm and
Saturday 11am to 4pm

Free catalogue available on request

Visit us in our London Shop or order online at:
www.intaglioprintmaker.com email info@intaglioprintmaker.com
9 Playhouse Court 62 Southwark Bridge Road London SE1 0AT
Tel: 0207 928 2633 Fax: 020 7928 2711

Artist Quality

Oil-based Etching and

Relief Inks that you can
wash up wilh soap and water




