
 Flow Diagram 1: search term construction 
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Cross search of data bases 
(Medline, CINAHL, Psychinfo, 
PsychInfo, Web of Science 

Behavioural Sciences Collection) 

Initial search yield 
(n = 4000+) 

Screening of the first 
few hundred titles and 

abstracts. 

To include the search 
word non-donor was not 
effective and full articles 

would need to be 
screened to establish 
non-donor or donor. 

sampling. 
 

Specific research terms 
including IVF, in vitro 

fertilization, ART, assisted 
conception, ICSI, pregn*, 
parent*, mother*, father*, 

transition*, support*, need* 
and psych*. Use of Boolean 
operators and truncation in 

searches. 
Search for peer reviewed 

research articles in English 
available as full text articles. 
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Broader set of specific 
research terms 
constructed.  

Based on Moher, D. et al., 2009 


