UNMIVERSITY QF
CALIFORMIA PRESS

Front Matter
Source: Film Quarterly, Vol. 51, No. 3 (Spring, 1998), p. 1

Published by: University of California Press
Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/1213597

Accessed: 04/04/2010 08:32

Y our use of the JSTOR archive indicates your acceptance of JISTOR's Terms and Conditions of Use, available at
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp. JISTOR's Terms and Conditions of Use provides, in part, that unless
you have obtained prior permission, you may not download an entire issue of ajournal or multiple copies of articles, and you
may use content in the JSTOR archive only for your personal, non-commercial use.

Please contact the publisher regarding any further use of thiswork. Publisher contact information may be obtained at
http://www.jstor.org/acti on/showPublisher?publisherCode=ucal.

Each copy of any part of a JSTOR transmission must contain the same copyright notice that appears on the screen or printed
page of such transmission.

JSTOR is anot-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of
content in atrusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms
of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.

gniversilty of California Pressis collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to Film
uarterly.

http://www.jstor.org


http://www.jstor.org/stable/1213597?origin=JSTOR-pdf
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp
http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublisher?publisherCode=ucal

$6.25

0

S —

R ——

|

I

<L8

Volume 51
Number 3
Spring 1998

The Quay Brothers: Choreographed Chiaroscuro
Oscar Micheaux and the Problem of Caricature
Todd Haynes: UnSafe at Any Distance

Smoke * Secrets & Lies/Career Girls * Lost Highway




Gﬂberto Perezs ambltlous abundant and cultlvated book—the ﬁult of
decades of thmkmg and teachmg————accompames readers on a journey of
discovery into the wonder of film. Over a most extraordi : ar’y"range of perlods &
genres, makers, and theories of cinema, The Material Ghost i is falthful in detall to his
comrmtment to show how the worth of a film, as of any work of human art, is a
negotiation between the causes that condition it and the consequences of under-
standing and of beauty that it achieves.”fstgnleg Cavell

“In The Material Ghost
Gilberto Perez explores
the relationship between
film and serious strategies
of representing historical,
social, and psychological
reality. It is a superb
work of interpretation
and understanding,
unique in its capacity for
remaining close to the
concrete exigencies of the
form as well as to various
theoretical problematics.
Tough, smart, superbly
engaging, The Material
Ghost is a terrific book.”

~Edward W. Said

The

Material

Ghost

FILMS
AND THEIR
MEDIUM

Gilberto Perez

“A pleasure. Gilberto
Perez is one of the
smartest film critics
writing anywhere, but his
unfashionable taste for
beauty and unalienated
art has kept his rigorous
work in the margins for
much too long. Com-
bining the polemical
passion of the public
intellectual with the
analytical appreciation of
the true connoisseur, he
shows like few others
why film is still worth
taking seriously.”

~Jonathan Rosenbaum

“Perez avoids the now
fashionable approaches in
film studies which are
slowly running out of
steam and combines in a
unique and productive
way phenomenological,
narrative, and social
analysis. The very style of
his writing, a mixture of
personal reminiscences
and rigorous theoretical
reflections, is unique
among today’s film
scholars.’~Slavoj Zizek
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